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superfluity of refinement ; but while such notions prevail, no doubt a man may lawfully fight a duel V
Let it be remembered, that this justification is applicable only to the person who receives an affront. All mankind must condemn the aggressor.
The General told us, that when he was a very young man,
I think only fifteen a, serving under Prince Eugene of Savoy,
he was sitting in a company at table with a Prince of Wir-
temberg.   The Prince took up a glass of wine, and, by a
fillip, made some of it fly in Oglethorpe's face.    Here \vas
a nice dilemma.    To have challenged him instantly, might
have fixed a quarrelsome character upon the young soldier :
to have taken no notice of it might have been considered as
cowardice.    Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping his  eye   upon
the Prince, and smiling all the time, as if he took what his
Highness had done in jest, said ( Mou Prince, — ' (I forget
the French words he used, the purport however was,) 'That's
a good joke ; but we do it much better in England ;' and
threw a whole glass of wine in the Prince's face.    An old
General who sat by, said, '// a lien 'fait, man Prince, vous
Havez comment:' and thus all ended in good humour.
Dr. Johnson said, ' Pray, General, give us an account of the siege of Belgrade V    Upon which the General, pouring
1 Johnson might have quoted the lieutenant in Tom Jones, Book vii. chap. 13. ' My dear boy, be a good Christian as long as you live : but be a man of honour too, and never put up an affront ; not all the books nor all the parsons in the world, shall ever persuade me to that. I love my religion very well, but I love my honour more. There must be some mistake in the wording of the text, or in the translation, or in the understanding it, or somewhere or other. But however that be, a man must run the risk, for he must preserve his honour.' See post, April 19, 1773, and April 20, 1783, and Boswell s
^Oglethorpe'was^born in 1698. In 1714 he entered the army. Prince Eugene's campaigns against the Turks in which Oglethorpe served were in 1716-17. Rose's Biog. Diet.™. 266 and x. 381. He was not therefore quite so young as Boswell thought.
• In the first two editions Bender.    Belgrade was taken by Eugene
n
littlel. lost his life in a duel.
